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JEAN-CLAUDE PICOT – WILLIAM BERG 
ALONG A MOUNTAIN PATH WITH EMPEDOCLES (31 B 24 D.-K.) 
Abstract 
The interpretation of Empedocles fr. 24 (31 B 24 D.-K.) embedded in Plutarch’s De defectu oraculorum depends, first, 
on the reconstruction of Plutarch’s original text, and, second, on the relation of that text to what we already know of 
Empedocles’ didactics. Does Empedocles endorse a method of inquiry based on accumulation of arguments (“attaching 
summits one to another”) or does he recommend a circuitous “path” of dialogue that leads to a definitive conclusion? 
The authors opt for the latter view, referring the fragment to Empedocles’ own epic/didactic tradition (Hesiod), rather 
than following others into making false connections with other Empedoclean fragments. 
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MAURO BONAZZI 
ANTIFONTE PRESOCRATICO 
Abstract 
Scholars rarely paid attention to a number of texts that provide information about Antiphon’s interest in cosmology and 
natural questions. By comparing the surviving evidence with parallels from 5th century BC Presocratics such as 
Anaxagoras and Democritus, the present paper argues that Antiphon’s cosmological views cannot be regarded in terms 
of mere dependence from other philosophers. Rather, Antiphon provides a variation on the theme of the origins of the 
universe. Furthermore, Antiphon’s emphasis on mechanical and naturalistic causes is relevant to understand the sense of 
physis in his political fragments. A controversial passage from Diodorus Siculus is taken into account as a further 
possible source. 
Keywords 
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ANNA MARIA IOPPOLO 
IL CONCETTO DI PIACERE NELLA FILOSOFIA DI ARISTONE DI CHIO 
Abstract 
The paper focuses on the debate between the Stoic Aristo and Chrysippus about the role of pleasure in moral human 
development. Through examination of the evidence, the paper shows that some of the development of Stoic ethics was 
worked out in response to Aristo’s objections, from the theory of οἰκείωσις up to the theory of virtue. At the same time 
it argues that Aristo’s concept of pleasure stems from Plato’s Protagoras to which the Stoic debate about the unity and 
plurality of virtue was indebted. 
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FRANCO TRABATTONI 
QUAL È IL SIGNIFICATO DEL TEETETO PLATONICO? 
IN MARGINE A UNA NUOVA TRADUZIONE COMMENTATA DEL DIALOGO 
Abstract 
According to the methodological principle for which it is not necessary to assume that Plato would reveal his own views 
in all of his works when he actually wrote them, in his new translation and comment of the Theaetetus Franco Ferrari 
offers a neo-cornfordian analysis of the dialogue: the Theaetetus has an aporetical outcome because ideas are not 
mentioned and because Plato combines doxa and episteme in a way that is not to be found in other dialogues. The 
reason behind this choice is, in Ferrari’s interpretation, that the Theaetetus has indeed a peirastic and controversial 
character. This study aims to prove, on the contrary, that the way in which doxa and episteme are combined in the 
Theaetetus is not opposed to what we find in other dialogues. Plato’s epistemological position is largely consistent – 



from the Phaedo, to the Meno, to the Symposium, to the Republic up to the Timaeus – and claims that human knowledge 
has access to truth, but not to the undeniable evidence that truth has been attained once and for all. This explains the 
aporetic outcome of the Theaetetus: for the object of this dialogue is, undoubtedly, a certain and unmistakable episteme.  
Keywords 
Theaetetus, opinion, science, truth, certainty 
 
 
 
JOHN GLUCKER 
CICERO, DE FINIBUS, III 15 
Abstract 
This article discusses the textual crux, indicated by editors since Madvig, in Cicero’s De finibus, III 15, in connection 
with the MSS. reading non videbantur which makes no sense. Madvig’s own proposed emendations require either the 
assumption of a lacuna before these words, or changing them into ridebantur, an attitude for which we have no 
evidence. On the basis of Cicero’s own use of expressions like invenire verba (e.g. de fin. II 13, III 2-4, 5; tusc. I 14, 62), 
I propose to emend non videbantur to inveniebantur. 
Keywords 
Cicero’s philosophical Latin, Stoic terminology, Zeno of Citium, Madvig, emendation 
 
 
 
RODRIGO SEBASTIÁN BRAICOVICH 
¿EPICTETO NECESITA DE ZEUS? 
GRATITUD, VERGÜENZA Y RESPONSABILIDAD MORAL EN EPICTETO 
Abstract 
Contrary to what has been assumed by several of Epictetus’ commentators, I will argue in the present paper that the 
concept of aijdwv" in Epictetus cannot be reduced to the modern notion of moral conscience, given that the mental 
phenomenon of aijdwv" (which is closer to the idea of shame than has been assumed by some authors) involves the 
presence of a transcendent other. The consequences concerning the ethical and theological foundations of Epictetus’ 
thought which derive from this impossibility cannot be neglected if we aim to comprehend the singularity of the 
author’s place in Stoicism. 
Keywords 
Stoicism, theology, alterity, aijdwv", solipsism 
 
 
 
 


