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TOMÁš VÍTEK 
HERACLITUS, 22 B 14 DK 
Abstract 
The article presents a reconstruction of Heraclitus’ saying in DK 22 B 14, which is generally thought to be two 
discontinuous statements (B 14a and B 14b), inorganically linked by a commentary by Clement of Alexandria. 
Although this sentence of Clement’s is almost unanimously rejected as a Christian misinterpretation of the pagan 
mysteries, the author of the article attempts to demonstrate that the core of the sentence does come almost certainly 
from Heraclitus. All that Clement did was to change the meaning of the sentence by changing the subjects for the 
objects. This new reading of the fragment makes it possible to link the two parts of the saying in a meaningful way, and 
at the same time to shed light on what were probably Heraclitus’ main criticisms of the initiates of the four different 
mysteries and the initiatory cults (B 14a). This is supported by a detailed historical and religious analysis of the 
probable meaning of the different designations for the initiates and the possible interconnections between them. 
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FABIÁN MIÉ 
ESENCIA, DEFINICIÓN Y LA TESIS DE IDENTIDAD EN ARISTÓTELES, METAPHYSICA Z 4-6 
Abstract 
To clarify Aristotle’s “Identity Thesis” in Metaphysics Z 6, according to which each strictly definable item must be 
identical to its own essence (1031a15-16, 1032a4- 6), I show that it is a simple corollary of some “logical” theorems 
drawn from the Organon, which have a direct impact on Z 4’s explanation that identity is based on the possession of 
essence. As I claim, Z 6’s innovation consists of a clarification about substance as that which – because of having 
essence – can fulfill the identity-condition. Therefore, Z 6’s argument targets principally “non-Identity” as a 
consequence of Platonic separation. Further, I argue against the commonly held view that the Identity Thesis stands on 
the hylomorphism of Z’s later chapters. 
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YOSEF Z. LIEBERSOHN 
EPICURUS’ “KINETIC” AND “KATASTEMATIC” PLEASURES. A REAPPRAISAL 
Abstract 
In this paper I shall offer new definitions for what seem to be the most dominant terms in Epicurus’ theory of pleasures 
– “kinetic” and “katastematic”. While most of the scholarly literature treats these terms as entirely concerned with states 
of motion and states of stability, I shall argue that the distinction concerns whether pain is or is not removed by this or 
that pleasure. As the removal of pain is a necessary condition for the Epicurean goal of ataraxia and aponia, 
“katastematic” pleasure, having to do with the removal of pain, is the necessary pleasure pertaining both to the process 
of removing pain and to its result, namely the absence of pain, while “kinetic” pleasure is an unnecessary pleasure 
having nothing to do with the removal of pain, e.g. it starts after pain has been removed. If my analysis and 
interpretation prove correct, the two conventional classifications – “kinetic-katastematic” and “necessary-unnecessary” 
– turn out to be referring to the same phenomenon and are aspects of one classification. Moreover, this new 
interpretation resolves some of the main problems arising from our testimonia concerning “kinetic” and “katastematic” 
pleasures. 
Keywords 
Epicurus, pleasure, pain, Hellenistic philosophy, katastematic-kinetic 
 
 
EMIDIO SPINELLI 
NON SI DIMOSTRA IL VERO: LA CRITICA DI SESTO EMPIRICO AI PROCEDIMENTI APODITTICI 
Abstract 
Thanks to a careful reading of a key passage in Sextus Empiricus’s Outlines of Pyrrhonism (PH II 134-170), this paper 
offers a sort of running commentary that makes clear some crucial aspects of the Pyrrhonian attack against any kind of 
subsistence or ὑπόστασις of the ἀπόδειξις. This notion (fundamental for the dogmatic approach to epistemological 
topics) will be examined in its main logical guidelines as well as in some of its historical declinations, especially from 
the point of view of ancient Stoicism and its doctrine about the so-called non-demonstrable arguments. 
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LUCA GILI 
IL CONFRONTO DI GIOVANNI FILOPONO CON ALESSANDRO DI AFRODISIA INTORNO AL PROBLEMA 
DELLA CONVERSIONE DELLE PROPOSIZIONI 
Abstract 
In this paper I compare Philoponus’s account of the laws of conversion for categorical and modal propositions with 
Alexander’s exposition of the same topic. I argue that Philoponus’s main source was Alexander’s commentary on 
Aristotle’s Prior Analytics and that Philoponus had no access to independent sources to reconstruct Theophrastus’s 
proof for the conversion of universal negative propositions. I suggest that the different solutions that Alexander and 
Philoponus offer to the puzzles of the doctrine of the laws of conversion depend on the two commentators’ different 
exegetical strategies. Alexander tries to solve the puzzles by means of doctrines, which Aristotle expounded elsewhere. 
Philoponus instead interprets Aristotle’s passage as implying a hierarchy among propositions – a doctrine which is not 
explicitly present in Aristotle’s text. 
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DANIELA PATRIZIA TAORMINA 
BERGSON LETTORE DEL MISTICISMO PLOTINIANO. NOTE AUTOGRAFE INEDITE 
Abstract 
Bergson interprets Plotinian mysticism in the light of his distinction between two different kinds of mysticism: one 
which translates union with God into action, the other which translates it into contemplation. Plotinus embodies the 
highest expression of the latter, intellectual mysticism. This thesis runs through Bergson’s oeuvre from his early works 
to Les Deux Sources de la morale et de la religion. The present study traces its origins back to a reading of Ennead VI 9 
on the basis of notes in the philosopher’s own hand, in all likelihood pertaining to the lecture course he delivered at the 
Collège de Fance in 1901-1902. These notes, here published for the first time, show that a careful engagement with the 
Plotinian text led Bergson to stress the continuity between two forms of ecstasy, regarded as stages in the soul’s return 
to its source: in the first stage, the soul reverts to the intelligible and identifies with it (intellectual ecstasy); in the 
second, the intellect, united with itself, attains ultimate unity (supra-intellectual ecstasy). In both cases, the soul does not 
identify with God’s creative will and hence the ecstasy it experiences is still a theoretical, or intellectual, one. 
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HAROLD TARRANT 
WHERE DID THE MIRROR GO? THE TEXT OF PLATO [?] ALCIBIADES I 133C1-6 
Abstract 
At Alcibiades I, 133b-c, the reader expects, but does not according to the MSS find, the return of the mirror-motif that 
had supposedly explained the true meaning of the Delphic injunction. Hence it remains unclear why anything viewed 
within the soul should act in any way that resembles a mirror. I argue that the substitution of a single letter in one word, 
about which the manuscripts and modern scholars in any case disagree, can restore the necessary reference to a 
reflective surface, though not specifically to a mirror, since the term for a mirror could only be applied to sight. A 
failure to understand the underlying intertextual allusion to Cratylus 408c had resulted in a safe but unsatisfactory 
substitution by Late Antiquity, and other modifications followed thereafter in an effort to give meaning to the text. 
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FRANCESCO FRONTEROTTA 
VERITÀ E OPINIONE IN PLATONE. UNA NUOVA EDIZIONE DELLA DOXA DI YVON LAFRANCE 
Abstract 
In this paper, I discuss the new edition of Y. Lafrance’s La théorie platonicienne de la Doxa (first edition 1981), trying 
to examine the Author’s reconstruction and interpretation of Plato’s conception of δόξα in the dialogues. 
Keywords 
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